
Assemblymember Nava will join constituents in celebrating Women’s Equality Day this August 26th, which 
marks the 90th anniversary of the 19th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.  That amendment granted 

women the right to vote. 
 

It was the culmination of a 72-year-long civil rights movement that 
originated at the world's first women's rights convention held in Seneca 
Falls, New York, in 1848. Several generations of women's suffrage 

supporters wrote, lectured, marched and lobbied to achieve what many 
Americans considered a radical change to the Constitution.  
 

“In July 1848, in the small town of Seneca Falls, New York, Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton and Lucretia Mott organized a convention to discuss women’s 
true, inalienable rights,” Assemblymember Nava stated. 
 

From this meeting, a “Declaration of Sentiments” was drafted, which 
proclaimed clearly how few rights free women had in society.  They fought 

against the long history of women’s subordination, and they suffered to 
attain equality and the right to vote. 

   

"I serve with several women in the State Assembly, but their numbers are dwindling.  Although women 

make up half of our state’s population, there are still many boundaries to gender equity in public office.  The 
presence of these female legislators is an excellent reminder that were it not for the ridicule, imprisonment, 
and tireless energy of all those people who fought for so many, many years, much of the women’s and civil 
rights that we know today would not exist," Nava said. 
 

Locally young women have many leaders to look up to on several levels of government. There are many to 
consider including former State Senator Sheila Kuehl, Mayor of Santa Barbara Harriet Miller, Santa Barbara 
County Supervisor Janet Wolf and Congresswoman Lois Capps. 
 

Continued on page 2, “Women” 

Assemblymember Pedro Nava is writing legislation that will require the oil 
industry for the first time to pay Californians their “Fair Share” or a 
percentage of the value of the oil they take from our state.   

   
Nava’s “Fair Share” will create an oil severance tax of 10% of the gross value 
of each barrel of oil pumped in California.  $1.5 billion in annual revenues 
would be raised that can be used for education, public safety, human 

services, and other vital programs. 
  
Of the top ten oil producing states, California is the only state giving away its 

oil by not charging a severance tax.  Alaska, Texas, Louisiana, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Wyoming, Kansas, North Dakota, and Montana all charge a severance tax.  
 
Continued on page 2, “Fair Share” 
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Nava to Require Oil Industry to Pay Its Fair Share 
 

Oil companies would pay $1.5 billion annually for Education, Healthy Families and other programs 
to help Californians  

 

Assemblymember Nava Reminds Constituents that Women’s Equality Day Marks 

Continuing Struggle 
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Former State Senator Sheila Kuehl was elected to the California State Assembly in 1994, serving as the 

first openly gay person elected to the CA legislature. She served with distinction in the Assembly and was 
elected to that State Senate in 2000, where she served until 2008. Senator Kuehl took a leadership role in 
promoting comprehensive health insurance reform on the state level. 
 

Harriet Miller was elected to the Santa Barbara City Council in 1987 where she served as a Councilmember 
until she was elected Mayor of the City of Santa Barbara in 1995 and served until retirement in 2002. A 
former member of the League of California Cities board of directors, Miller also served on the boards of the 
National League of Cities and the Institute for Local Government, and represented her city at the Santa 

Barbara County Association of Governments.   
  

Santa Barbara County Supervisor Janet Wolf’s career in public service began in 1993 when she was 
elected to the Goleta School Board, where she served three terms before her election as 2nd District County 

Supervisor. Supervisor Wolf’s extensive community involvement includes serving as the Board President of 
National Charity League and the Planned Parenthood Action Fund.  
 

Congresswoman Lois Capps was sworn in as a Freshman Member of the 105th Congress on March 17, 
1998, succeeding her late husband, Congressman Walter Capps. Congresswoman Capps is a respected 

leader in Congress on issues of public health, protecting the environment, and she serves on the powerful 
Committee on Energy and Commerce and is the vice chair of its Health Subcommittee.  Prior to serving in 
Congress, Capps was a nurse and health advocate for the Santa Barbara School District where thousands of 

Santa Barbara’s children and families benefited from Capps’ personal care and leadership.  
  

"On August 26th we should look back on all that has been accomplished, but we must also recognize how far 
we have to go before we complete the journey that others began so very long ago,” said Assemblymember 
Nava. 
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During the budget crisis, the Governor pushed a proposal that would have allowed an oil company to bypass 
environmental review and start the first new drilling in state water since the 1969 Santa Barbara oil spill. 
 

That proposal would have raised $100 million annually. Nava’s proposal could raise 15 times that amount 
without a single new well and the associated risks and impacts to the environment. 
 

The Governor has announced that he will call a special 
session in September to revamp the tax system.  “It 
would be foolish to discuss changes to the revenue 
stream and not include the oil industry in that 

discussion,” said Nava.  
  

California produces less than 0.7% of the world 
production of oil.  Consequently, in the international oil 
market, the tax proposed by this bill would have no 

effect on prices at the pump.  To further protect 
Californians from being gouged by the oil industry, this 
legislation would prevent oil companies from passing 

on their “Fair Share” to motorists. 
 

 “This budget crisis has hit California very hard,” said 
Mr. Nava. “With high unemployment, a stagnant 
housing industry, and reduced consumer spending, 

California families are feeling a bruising economic pinch 
and paying a heavy toll. This tax will provide much 
needed revenue.” 

 
If used to proportionally to backfill cuts to existing 
programs, this revenue would result in the following 
funds for the following programs: 

 
 

Major General Fund 
Programs 

 % of 
cuts 

Restoration of 
Cuts through Oil 

Taxes 

Education K-12 40% $610,445,474.00 

Higher Education  12% $187,260,336.38 

RDA Shift 11% $159,187,204.64 

Corrections and 
Rehabilitation 

5% $73,553,852.50 

Medical 9% $129,391,105.52 

SSI/SSP 1% $10,131,797.38 

CalWORKS 3% $47,718,705.58 

IHSS 2% $24,674,016.72 

Developmental Services 2% $26,593,627.13 

Mental Health 1% $15,347,519.32 

Healthy Families 1% $16,724,020.44 

CWS and Foster Care 1% $11,292,927.58 

Other HHS 2% $33,860,054.82 

Courts 1% $15,787,625.12 

Employee Compensation 5% $79,228,408.15 

Others 5% $68,703,324.73 

Totals (revenues for 10% tax 
at $70 per barrel) 

100% $1,509,900,000 
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The Humane Society of Ventura County was 
Assemblymember Nava’s special guest in the Ventura 
County Fair Parade, who walked with him to promote pet 
adoption. 
  

“The Humane Society provides such a wonderful service to 
the community for unwanted animals including cats, dogs 
and horses in our community,” said Nava.  “It is important 
to get the word out about their work in providing care, 

shelter and finding homes for cats, dogs, and horses.” 
  

The Humane Society of Ventura County is a private, non-
profit organization founded in 1932 that is dedicated to 

promoting the health, safety, welfare, compassionate care 
and protection of all animals through education and 
community outreach programs. For more information about 
the Humane Society of Ventura County and upcoming events 

call 805-646-5606 or visit them on the web at 
www.humanesocietyvc.org. 
  

There are two events in September that anyone can attend 

to benefit the Humane Society of Ventura County.  Bring a canned pet food item and receive $1 off entrance 
to the animal-friendly 19th Annual Gold Coast Pirate Faire which will be held September 19, 20 & 26, 27, 
2009 at Lake Casitas Recreation Area in Ojai, California.  The Faire is presented by the Visions in Time 
Foundation and will recreate a 15-17th century pirate village. The Humane Society’s third annual fundraiser 

“Cats in the Canyon & Hounds in the Hollow” on September 27, 2009 from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm at Boccali’s 
Restaurant in Ojai includes an Italian buffet, entertainment, silent auction and a chance to visit and shake 
“paws” with special shelter guests. 

 
 

 
Earlier this month, the United States Treasury released the first (of what will become a monthly) progress 
report with data regarding the number of eligible loan modifications actually being modified through the 

Making Home Affordable Loan Modification Program.  According to the Treasury, the purpose of the report is 
to document the number of struggling homeowners already helped under the program, provide information 
on servicer performance and expand transparency around the initiative. 
 

The report found that just 9% of homeowners eligible for the program have received trial modifications.  
While the program has only been in place with specific guidelines since March 4, 2009, more positive results 
were expected.  As the data shows, several institutions seem to be working more actively to produce loan 

modifications. As a whole, however, the numbers are not great.   
 
“Through my oversight responsibilities as Chair of the Assembly Banking and Finance Committee, I will 
continue to review the performance of these institutions and hold them accountable for both their actions 

and inactions in this arena,” said Assemblymember Nava.   
 
In the next several months, continued public pressure and media attention to this issue will put additional 
pressure on financial institutions to do more. To see the progress of specific banks, visit here. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Ventura County Humane Society Joins Nava in Ventura County Fair Parade 
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Assemblymember Nava walks with volunteers and 
adoptable pets from the Ventura County Humane 
Society in the 134th Ventura County Fair Parade. 

U.S. Treasury Releases Loan Modification Monthly Report 



 
 

Sacramento – To kick off his final term in the California State Assembly, Assemblymember Pedro Nava 
introduced numerous significant pieces of legislation.  As Chair of the Assembly Banking & Finance 

Committee, a portion of this total is allotted to issues currently affecting our housing sector, financial 
markets, and economy. The remainder track largely with Mr. Nava’s areas of concentration for the past five 
years – public safety, the environment and other important issues to the district.   
 

Mid-way through the 2009 Legislative Session, 14 measures are up for consideration.  Those that are 
continuing to cycle through will receive their final hearings in the next month. Two of these measures, in 
particular, are highlighted below.  
 

Assembly Bill 867 - Nursing Education 

California faces a severe nursing shortage. The California Board of Registered 
Nursing estimates the state’s registered nurse (RN) shortage ranges between 

10,294 and 59,027 full-time equivalent RNs. Central to this issue is a shortage 
of nursing faculty. 
 

The American Association of Colleges of Nursing found that nearly 41,000 
qualified applicants were turned away from baccalaureate and graduate 
nursing programs in 2007 largely due to a lack of faculty.  Unfortunately, the 
Health Resources and Services Administration projects that 90% more RNs 

must be produced in order to meet the predicted need for one million new 
nurses in the American healthcare system by 2020.  
With this in mind, Assembly Bill 867 authorizes the California State University 

(CSU) to award Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) degrees.  AB 867 also allows 
the CSU to train their own nursing faculty and the California Community 
College faculty positions, as well as nurses for advanced practice (for example, 
nurse practitioners, nurse anesthetists, and certified nurse- midwives).  
 

Assembly Bill 566 – Mobile Home Park Conversion 
 

Within the last few years, a growing number of mobile home park owners have been using a loophole in the 
Subdivision Map Act to convert their parks to “resident-owned condominiums” or subdivisions. In some cases, 
the Act is now being abused such that park owners are using it to circumvent local rent control, gentrify 
affordable housing and economically evict low- to moderate-income homeowners, many of whom cannot 

afford the asking prices for their spaces or “condo” interests. This is unfair because park residents, who own 
their houses, but not the land they sit on, lose nearly all of the value of their homes when this occurs. They 
generally can’t move their homes and are either forced to pay whatever the asking price is or abandon their 

home. 
 

Assembly Bill 566 seeks to address this problem by giving residents a voice in the conversion process, so that 
they will have a greater likelihood of reaching a fair agreement with the land owners. Currently park owners 

don’t need to tell residents how much they are going to sell the land for, what the HOA fees will be under the 
condo conversion, or any other basic details that would allow residents to consider whether they would be able 
to buy the space under their house. This bill will give residents a place at the table and enable them to protect 

the equity in their homes. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislation Moves Forward to Address Nursing Education and Mobile Home Park 
Conversion 
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Assemblymember Pedro Nava (D-Santa Barbara) and Assembly Democrats 
defeated Governor Schwarzenegger’s giveaway to big oil.  The failed, 

flawed  proposal would have bypassed environmental review and approved 
the first new offshore oil drilling lease in California State waters since the 
1969 Santa Barbara oil spill.  

“The Governor made Santa Barbara a target for new oil drilling. I am proud 

that we rejected this insidious proposal,” said Mr. Nava, “the Governor’s 

scheme would have corrupted critical environmental protections, placed the 
coast at risk, and set a terrible precedent while the federal government is 
considering their 5 year drilling plan for the outer continental shelf. I am 
grateful to my colleagues and the nearly 70 environmental groups that 
opposed this bad deal.”    

The PXP proposal is opposed by more than 70 environmental groups across 
the state including Environment California, Sierra Club California, the Natural Resources Defense Council, 
the California Coastal Protection Network, Vote the Coast, Surfrider Foundation, Audubon California, and 
many others.  

The oil drilling scheme was designed to revive a lease that had been rejected by the State Lands 

Commission earlier this year. The confidential PXP deal has never been disclosed to the public, reviewed by 
the public or by elected officials. Both the California Attorney General and State Lands Commission staff has 
said the underlying PXP proposal is not enforceable.   The State Lands Commission pointed out that the new 

drilling would send a clear signal that California supports increased drilling off the coast while the U.S. 
Department of Interior considers their 5 year plan for energy development on the outer continental shelf.  

Nava said, “The Governor did not like the careful, thorough analysis performed by the experienced State 
Lands Commission staff that concluded the PXP deal was flawed. The Governor tried to set up a sham 
committee where he controlled two of the three votes, guaranteeing him the result he wanted. Rejecting his 

scheme means the California coast is not for sale and it tells the federal government that California remains 
steadfast in our opposition to off-shore drilling.”  

Despite his past opposition to offshore oil drilling, the Governor has practically said “I’ll be back” with the 
bad PXP deal. Nava and other environmentalists will continue to fight to protect California’s coastline. New 
drilling cannot be considered coastal protection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Offices: 
•101 W. Anapamu, Ste A, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 Phone: (805) 564-1649 • Fax: (805) 564-1651 
•201 E. Fourth Street, Ste 209-A, Oxnard, CA 93030 Phone: (805) 483-9808 • Fax (805) 483-8182 
 

Capitol Office: P.O. Box 942849, Sacramento, CA 94249-0035 Phone: (916) 319-2035 • Fax: (916) 319-2135 
 

Page 5 

The Governor’s Coastal Giveaway to Texas Oil Company Defeated by the State 

Assembly 

Confidential PXP deal overwhelmingly rejected  


